
	MEDIA	RELEASE			
	
	

	

	

	

	

GOLD	COAST	HUB	CONFIRMED	AS	THE	REGIONAL	INNOVATION	LEADER	WITH	$1.8	
MILLION	BOOST	COURTESY	OF	QUEENSLAND	GOVERNMENT	

GOLD	COAST,	QLD–	31st	July	2017	–	Local	entrepreneurs	will	have	better	access	to	
education,	mentoring,	investment	and	overseas	markets	after	the	Queensland	
Government	announced	$1.8	million	in	funding	for	the	Gold	Coast	Hub	under	the	
Advance	Queensland	Advancing	Regional	Innovation	Program.	

Sharon	Hunneybell,	CEO	of	the	Gold	Coast	Hub	said	that	the	funding	will	have	a	huge	
impact,	providing	programs	and	resources	that	will	unite	the	innovation	community,	
encourage	the	creation	of	new	enterprises	and	drive	commercial	outcomes	for	the	
region.	

“We	are	thrilled	with	the	level	of	support	that	we	have	received	from	investors,	
corporate	partners	and	the	local	community	since	announcing	our	plans	for	the	Gold	
Coast	Hub	in	April	and	are	excited	to	have	government	buy	in	to	our	vision	for	a	
more	diverse	economy	and	greater	opportunities	for	job	creation	and	commercial	
success	on	the	Gold	Coast.”	said	Ms.	Hunneybell.	

The	Gold	Coast	Hub	was	founded	earlier	this	year	by	the	leadership	team	behind	
Gold	Coast	based	software	company	Opmantek,	leveraging	relationships	with	
several	investment	funds	totalling	more	than	$60Million	of	potential	investment	for	
Gold	Coast	companies	after	a	6	year	mission	to	build	a	repeatable	model	for	
international	business	creation	on	the	Gold	Coast.		

Opmantek	Chairman,	Danny	Maher	said	that	the	key	to	creating	momentum	in	the	
Innovation	sector	was	the	sharing	of	knowledge,	linkages	and	resources.		“It	is	the	
sharing	of	knowledge	that	makes	knowledge	greater”	said	Maher.		“Innovators	are	
modern	day	explorers	and	it	is	the	knowledge,	linkages	and	resources	gathered	by	
one	innovator	that	if	shared	provide	for	the	success	of	the	next”	he	said.	
“Opmantek’s	community	programs	have	always	been	philanthropic	and	aimed	at	
giving	to	the	innovation	community.	We	are	thrilled	to	be	behind	the	Gold	Coast	hub	
and	consolidate	our	efforts	with	those	of	others	to	create	a	new	future	for	
innovation	and	commercialisation	at	the	Gold	Coast.”	

Ms.	Hunneybell	believes	there	is	an	opportunity	for	this	region	to	lead	Australia	in	
the	innovation	sector,	with	an	ideal	combination	of	optimal	climate,	low	cost	of	
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living,	low	cost	accommodation,	proximity	to	Asia,	access	to	two	international	
airports	with	low	cost	flights,	a	proactive	local	Council	and	the	presence	of	multiple	
Universities.		To	unlock	the	full	potential	of	the	region,	she	says,	we	need	to	create	
density	by	bringing	people	together	to	collaborate,	leverage	and	learn.	

“There	are	pockets	of	entrepreneurial	activity	all	over	the	Gold	Coast,	but	up	until	
now,	innovative	organisations,	educators,	investors	and	support	services	have	
worked	independently	of	one	another	-	the	Gold	Coast	Hub	serves	as	a	connector	
and	a	driver	of	commercialisation	activity	for	the	region	via	a	new	central	innovation	
hub	and	outreach	locations	in	the	north,	south	and	hinterland	areas.”	

To	deliver	on	their	vision,	the	Gold	Coast	hub	has	formed	key	partnerships	that	bring	
defined	capabilities	in	the	form	of	services,	knowledge,	connections,	skills	and/or	
funds.		The	first	milestone	activity	–	the	establishment	of	the	central	innovation	hub	
slated	for	Surfers	Paradise	which	includes	co-working,	business	incubation	and	event	
spaces	–	will	be	delivered	in	November	and	the	hub	is	taking	applications	from	
innovative	companies	at	all	stages	of	their	development	to	locate	in	the	space.			

The	group	continues	to	support	events	and	programs	and	initiate	activities	in	line	
with	community	demand	prior	to	official	launch	in	November.		Interested	Gold	
Coasters	are	invited	to	join	the	hub	community	by	registering	at	
www.gchub.com.au/register	

	

	

About	the	Gold	Coast	Hub:		

The	Gold	Coast	Hub	(GC	Hub)	is	a	not-for-profit	innovation	hub	which	unifies	the	
innovation	ecosystem	including	existing	and	new	service	providers	and	groups	that	
are	operating	at	the	Gold	Coast.	The	Gold	Coast	Hub	is	community	focused	with	
commercialisation	at	the	core	and	is	a	home	for	businesses,	start-ups,	incubators,	
accelerators,	government,	students,	hackers,	investors,	everyone.	

The	Gold	Coast	Hub	has	been	founded	by	industry	groups	and	community	members	
led	by	the	leadership	team	behind	Gold	Coast	based	software	company	Opmantek	
and	will	leverage	the	knowledge	and	relationships	from	Opmantek	and	other	local	
success	stories	to	assist	other	innovative	companies	in	the	region	to	achieve	
commercial	success	and	to	foster	innovation	within	the	Gold	Coast	community.	

Learn	more	at:		www.gchub.com.au	

	

About	Opmantek:		

Opmantek	 is	 a	 multi	 award	 winning	 Software	 Company	 operating	 in	 the	 field	 of	
Network	Management	and	IT	Audit.	

Every	 six	 minutes	 somewhere	 in	 the	 world,	 a	 new	 organisation	 implements	 an	
Opmantek	product.	



Opmantek’s	 commercial	 open	 source	 network	management	 and	 IT	 audit	 software	
helps	IT	teams	detect	faults,	review	current	and	historical	network	performance,	and	
predict	where	future	failures	are	likely	to	occur.	

Opmantek	software	is	used	by	more	than	130,000	organisations	in	130	countries,	to	
manage	 and	 audit	 	 some	 of	 the	 world’s	 most	 complex	 IT	 environments	 including	
some	of	the	world’s	largest	telecommunications	carriers,	managed	service	providers	
and	banks.	

Learn	more	at:	www.Opmantek.com	

	

About	the	ARIP	Program:	

Advance	Queensland’s	Advancing	Regional	Innovation	Program	aims	to	turn	our	
regions	into	hubs	for	innovation	and	enterprise.	It	will	enable	local	entrepreneurs,	
business	leaders	and	key	industries	to	collaborate	closely	and	with	government	to	
harness	innovation	and	unlock	business	potential,	strengthen	existing	industries	and	
prepare	regional	Queenslanders	for	jobs	of	the	future.	

The	program	enables	a	tailored	approach	to	connecting	local	efforts,	harnessing	
existing	strengths	and	building	regional	capability.	The	intention	is	to	build	networks	
of	innovative	communities	across	the	state	that	reflect	the	diversity	of	Queensland’s	
regions,	draw	people	together	and	boost	grassroots	activities.	

Learn	more	at:	http://advance.qld.gov.au/small-business/advancing-regional-
innovation.aspx	
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